
Kangaroo 

Classification 

Kingdom: Animalia 

Phylum: Chordata 

Class: Mammalia 

Infraclass: Marsupialia 

Order: Diprotodontia 

Family: Macropodidae 

Genus: Macropus 

 

 

Habit and habitat 

Kangaroos are herbivores whose diets consist mainly of grasses, leaves, shrubs, and 

flowers, with the specific foods varying by species and habitat. 

Herbivorous Grazers: Kangaroos are herbivores, with their diet consisting mainly of 

grasses, shoots, leaves, and fruits. 

Grassy Plains and Savannas: Many kangaroo species, such as the red kangaroo and 

eastern grey kangaroo, are found in open grasslands and savannas where they graze on 

grasses and shrubs. 

Woodlands and Forests: Other species prefer more densely vegetated areas like 

woodlands and forests, including the eastern grey kangaroo and western grey kangaroo, 

and antilopine kangaroos in tropical woodlands. 

Characteristics 

 kangaroo family (Macropodidae) rely on long, powerful hind legs and feet for hopping 

and leaping, their predominant forms of locomotion. 

 Their long tails, thickened at the base, are used for balancing. This feature is most 

obvious in the large kangaroos, which use the tail as a third leg when standing still. 

 Each long, narrow hind foot has four toes, the large fourth toe bearing most of the 

animal’s weight. 

 The head is relatively small; the ears are (in most macropodids) large and rounded; and 

the mouth is small, with prominent lips. The larger species of kangaroos have complex, 

high-crowned teeth. 

 The four permanent molars on each side of both jaws erupt in sequence from front to 

back and move forward in the jaw, eventually being pushed out at the front. 

 The pelage is generally soft and woolly; in many species it is grizzled, and stripes may 

be present on the head, back, or upper limbs. 

 Kangaroos have an irregular activity rhythm; generally, they are active at night and 

during periods of low light, but it is quite possible to find them out in the open in bright 

sunlight. 

 Immediately after birth, it uses its already clawed and well-developed forelimbs to 

crawl up the mother’s body and enter the pouch. The joey attaches its mouth to a teat, 

which then enlarges and holds the young animal in place. 

 The development of the second embryo then resumes and proceeds to birth after a 

gestation period of about 30 days. 

For Further details link 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=7e05b07ddf466695&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPYFxI5i7T1OLiJievYoZ51Dmbpug%3A1756442916762&q=Macropus&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj52M7gm6-PAxVyR2wGHaCBKkQQxccNegQIGhAB&mstk=AUtExfCbXRFb4-LvWAcGpFyaugq4ii05psvAQfuX4s9OtwbSNuz--diCCXHh1k4iYbm5ZCFBpOHYqWbwEXCchiHGKCwvPqsCmLmz5N5yCHIE89_L6t43WQd60gq4UhumK2ig6ccx42CkjnUQ1Zi9INNS4fBhHz6LGF5l056LSqbV9uUhF-r-xVe9NHioTdq8OakUJBo9eD3KoUp3V0JBA01M6t0OIV9IPgscTkBnoTgLRDSb1syvYX4DxsvjtNg_wYzsYVrIXPPS6UDY-9nRsfK83D_8hQGpDsEc0X59WOPdYnYfww&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=7e05b07ddf466695&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPQZBHE1iq-PHFoWvpj9O8Jytcqiw%3A1756443208699&q=eastern%2Bgrey%2Bkangaroo&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiR--jrnK-PAxVZRWcHHRJOKzsQxccNegQIIhAB&mstk=AUtExfAA1xo7DGoo9kaMOD1-jjVjpL9Lqr3nYBRQBJnq6FfNkPDcXUsV5RMxPWYt_Xx2GhZBYPGtdXDz1fN8ZD5WQqV7QiGVbbXCefLVghuXPjllngUiD5T_xtis-7Y7xWvxmbtVFQCk0HcM-wJ-w1YBKvVLQfZXEp2Vz5lFUYyiWctZ44GotpoCe8wkdufvEWn7p25JDzEJd_9SMfD1omk4ExSFshknyAEmxde0jpetRTdTMEFSOy1DUEwQTpqM0p5CRj3xGMgVL-Tg0G0pOPtddc8mcaA16nccRbUuyhMku8JtFA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=7e05b07ddf466695&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPQZBHE1iq-PHFoWvpj9O8Jytcqiw%3A1756443208699&q=western%2Bgrey%2Bkangaroo&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiR--jrnK-PAxVZRWcHHRJOKzsQxccNegQIIhAC&mstk=AUtExfAA1xo7DGoo9kaMOD1-jjVjpL9Lqr3nYBRQBJnq6FfNkPDcXUsV5RMxPWYt_Xx2GhZBYPGtdXDz1fN8ZD5WQqV7QiGVbbXCefLVghuXPjllngUiD5T_xtis-7Y7xWvxmbtVFQCk0HcM-wJ-w1YBKvVLQfZXEp2Vz5lFUYyiWctZ44GotpoCe8wkdufvEWn7p25JDzEJd_9SMfD1omk4ExSFshknyAEmxde0jpetRTdTMEFSOy1DUEwQTpqM0p5CRj3xGMgVL-Tg0G0pOPtddc8mcaA16nccRbUuyhMku8JtFA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=7e05b07ddf466695&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPQZBHE1iq-PHFoWvpj9O8Jytcqiw%3A1756443208699&q=western%2Bgrey%2Bkangaroo&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiR--jrnK-PAxVZRWcHHRJOKzsQxccNegQIIhAC&mstk=AUtExfAA1xo7DGoo9kaMOD1-jjVjpL9Lqr3nYBRQBJnq6FfNkPDcXUsV5RMxPWYt_Xx2GhZBYPGtdXDz1fN8ZD5WQqV7QiGVbbXCefLVghuXPjllngUiD5T_xtis-7Y7xWvxmbtVFQCk0HcM-wJ-w1YBKvVLQfZXEp2Vz5lFUYyiWctZ44GotpoCe8wkdufvEWn7p25JDzEJd_9SMfD1omk4ExSFshknyAEmxde0jpetRTdTMEFSOy1DUEwQTpqM0p5CRj3xGMgVL-Tg0G0pOPtddc8mcaA16nccRbUuyhMku8JtFA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=7e05b07ddf466695&cs=0&sxsrf=AE3TifPQZBHE1iq-PHFoWvpj9O8Jytcqiw%3A1756443208699&q=antilopine%2Bkangaroos&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiR--jrnK-PAxVZRWcHHRJOKzsQxccNegQIIhAD&mstk=AUtExfAA1xo7DGoo9kaMOD1-jjVjpL9Lqr3nYBRQBJnq6FfNkPDcXUsV5RMxPWYt_Xx2GhZBYPGtdXDz1fN8ZD5WQqV7QiGVbbXCefLVghuXPjllngUiD5T_xtis-7Y7xWvxmbtVFQCk0HcM-wJ-w1YBKvVLQfZXEp2Vz5lFUYyiWctZ44GotpoCe8wkdufvEWn7p25JDzEJd_9SMfD1omk4ExSFshknyAEmxde0jpetRTdTMEFSOy1DUEwQTpqM0p5CRj3xGMgVL-Tg0G0pOPtddc8mcaA16nccRbUuyhMku8JtFA&csui=3
https://www.britannica.com/topic/locomotion
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/bearing
https://www.britannica.com/animal/animal
https://www.britannica.com/science/tooth-anatomy
https://www.britannica.com/science/molar
https://www.britannica.com/science/jaw
https://www.britannica.com/science/light
https://www.britannica.com/science/sunlight-solar-radiation
https://www.britannica.com/science/gestation
https://www.britannica.com/animal/kangaroo
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